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EMPLOYERS’ INSURANCE 
 agpon since the workmen’s compensa- 
tion law of New York State went 
into effect and the State Fund became 
operative there has been a contention by 
the stock insurance companies that em- 
ployers who come under the provisions 
of the law are.in no way relieved of their 
common-law liability, despite the argu- 
ments of the State Fund to the effect that 
insurance in that organization relieves 
them of that contingency. Last week the 
Supreme Court at Buffalo rendered an 
important decision bearing on this ques- 
tion. The case on which the decision was 
made was that of the estate of a work- 
man who was killed in performance of 
his duty. Leaving no dependents, pro- 
vision for his burial only was made, in 
accordance with the terms of the compen- 
sation act. The brothers and sisters of 
the deceased brought suit under the com- 
mon law, contending that the State Con- 
stitution gives them the right to bring 
action in case of the negligent killing of 
any person. The defense claimed that 
the compensation law was a bar to this 
action. The court, however, upheld the 
plaintiff, 
On this point the problem of full in- 
surance protection for the employee de- 


THE SPECTATOR 


pends. Only the stock casualty com- 
panies can now give coverage for both 
compensation and common-law liability. 
Although the statutes may provide for 
the exemption of State Fund policyhold- 
ers from common-law liability, the State 
Constitution says that no statute shall 
deprive a citizen of his vested right to 
bring legal action for damages for the 
negligent killing of a person. On this de- 
cision may rest the legality of the State 
I‘und’s policies. There is no doubt, from 
the court’s voice, as to what insurance an 
employer needs. 
|‘ anticipation of the further growth 
of the American merchant marine, it 
would seem opportune at the present 
time and in the immediate future for 
those conversant with marine insurance 
and for those desirous of seeing a great 
expansion in American trade with foreign 
companies, to give serious thought to 
making sufficient provision for increased 
requirements in the way of marine insur- 
ance, There is a considerable amount of 
marine insurance written in the United 
States, premiums in 1914 (including 
automobile insurance) having exceeded 
forty-two million dollars, of which one- 
third was written by foreign companies. 
Probably because of a constant and vast 
increase in the number of automobiles in 
this country, many fire insurance compa- 
nies have in the last year or two extended 
the scope of their powers to include 
marine risks, chiefly in order to be able to 
write automobile insurance. If American 
trade with South America and other dis- 
tant portions of the world is to grow ma- 
terially in the next few years, exporters 
must be able to secure enough marine in- 
surance to cover their shipments fully 
and indemnify them against possible loss. 
It is, therefore, essential that facilities 
shall be provided, either through existing 
companies or by organizing new ones, to 
thus accommodate the shipping interests 
of this country, and assist in making the 
United States independent of other coun- 
tries in connection with the exportation 
of its own products and manufactures. 


IRE and casualty underwriters were 
neither surprised nor pleased to 
learn on Saturday last that the war-tax 
measure, which would have expired by 
limitation on December 31 next, had been 
re-enacted for 1916 by Congress and 
signed by the President. It is a source of 
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regret that, even granting that the in- 
come to be derived through the operation 
of this law is necessary, more time had 
not been taken for its proper considera- 
tion. It is undoubtedly true that the tax 
upon insurance premiums could have 
been collected much more cheaply by the 
Government, and at considerable less 
expense and trouble to the insurance 
companies, than under the present sys- 
tem of using adhesive stamps. For ex- 
ample, the Government might have been 
saved the expense of manufacturing and 
distributing stamps, and have secured 
more net income by simply requiring 
periodical statements of premiums from 
the insurance companies. The latter and 
their agents could have been saved a vast 
amount of unnecessary time and work if 
the adhesive stamps were done away with 
and the companies had merely paid the 
tax in lump sums, according to state- 
ments filed at regular intervals with Gov- 
ernment officials. Possibly it is not yet 
too late for Congress to make the slight 
amendment to the law which would be 
necessary to bring about this desirable 
change. Such an amendment could be 
made to cover the requirement of regu- 
lar statements, and would embrace a 
proper allowance from the first lump 
sum on account of adhesive stamps pre- 
viously purchased for use in 1916. It is 
to be hoped that Congress will grant this 
relief to the insurance companies and 
agents, who find the present plan very 
burdensome, aside from the amount of 
expense due to the tax itself. 





IKE underwriters’ associations 
throughout the country are awake 
to the fact that there is a very pressing 
demand for trained insurance men for 
the mutual improvement of the agent and 
the policyholder. With this in mind, the 
organizations are successfully launching 
schools of life insurance or are formu- 
lating practical courses of instruction in 
life insurance in business schools, col- 
leges and universities. The two most re- 
cent additions to the list of colleges ex- 
tending their curricula to cover the field 
of insurance with particular attention to 
life insurance are the Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, at Pittsburg, and Johns 
Hopkins University, at Baltimore. With 
these two prominent institutions on the 
list, the work of bringing other educa- 
tional bodies into line will proceed with 
more vigor than ever. 
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THE HOMICIDE RECORD OF AMERICAN 
CITIES FOR 1914 





Past Decade Shows a Large Increase in Mortality from 
Homicide 


EXPERIENCE OF THIRTY PROMINENT CITIES 


Tabulation of Various Methods Employed in Homicide—Geographical 
Distribution—Excessive Rates in Southern Cities 


BY FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 


It is an accepted principle of insurance law ‘‘that the insured is under 
an implied obligation to do nothing to wrongly accelerate the maturity 
of the policy.’’ The general homicide problem in life insurance, however, 
rests rather upon the concept that society is in duty bound to leave 
nothing undone to provide for the adequate security of the person, in 
conformity to the common law doctrine of the liberty of the subject. In 
consequence, however, of our national indifference to the very consider- 
able annual loss of life by murder the insurance companies often suffer 
serious losses, the prevention of which lies largely outside of their field 
of operation and control. The approximate annual number of persons 
murdered in the United States at the present time may be conservatively 
placed at eight thousand. On account of a generally inadequate coroner’s 
system and indifference on the part of many local boards of health to 
insist upon thoroughness and completeness in death certification, there 
are reasons for believing that the actual number of officially recorded 
homicidal deaths for the registration area is below the truth. There 
are other reasons for believing that improved methods of death certifica- 
tion, and more conscientious and thorough-going coroner’s inquests, would 
perceptibly increase the homicide mortality rate of American cities and 
the country at large. There is at present a lamentable indifference to 
the moral and social aspects of the homicide problem in America, best 
illustrated by the statement that the murder frequency rate of thirty 
American cities, for which the returns are reasonably trustworthy, has 
increased from 4.8 per 100,000 of population during 1885-1894 to 8.1 during 
the ten years ending with 1914. With the exception of 1907 and 1913, the 
homicide rate of thirty American cities during 1914 was the highest on 
record during the last thirty years. The very slight decline of 0.1 per 
100,000 of population last year cannot be considered of practical sig- 
nificance. The rate remains alarmingly high and suggestive of a thor- 
oughly unsatisfactory state of affairs regarding the security of the per- 
son against deeds of violence in the worst possible form. 

The subject is of considerable interest and importance to life insur- 
ance companies, who are often called upon to pay claims on the lives 
of innocent victims of murder because of a deplorable state of affairs, 
which can neither be justified nor explained away. It is of the utmost 
urgency that the true seriousness, and moral as well as economic sig- 
nificance of the murder problem in America, should be realized to the 
fullest extent. Assuming that the recorded murder death rate for the 
registration area during the last decade can be safely applied to the 
country at large, there has been a deliberate sacrifice of more than fifty 
thousand human lives, and, in all probability, the actual loss was from 
five to ten per cent greater, since there are at present no trustworthy 
returns for the rural South. 


COMPARATIVE EXHIBITS OF THIRTY CITIES 


Table I exhibits in detail the comparative homicide rates for thirty 
American cities, first for the decade ending with 1918, and separately for 
the year 1914. 

It is shown that the average rate for the decade was 7.9 per 100,000 of 
population, against a rate of 8.6 during 1914; or, in other words, the rate 
last year was 0.7 per 100,000 of population, or 8.9 per cent in excess of the 
average rate for the preceding decade. Out of the thirty cities under 
consideration the rate increased in twenty-one, decreased in seven, and 
remained stationary in two. The cities have been arranged in the order 
of the average rate of frequency during the decade ending with 1913, and 
while there have been slight changes, in the main the seven principal 
southern cities continue to show a rate of homicidal frequency during 
1914 from twice to more than eight times the average for the entire 
group of thirty cities, for which only at the present time the data are 
available for a period of years. The highest murder rate for 1914 was 
again reported for the city of Memphis. The actual rate was 72.2 per 
100,000 of population, against an average rate of 63.7 for the same city 
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TABLE I.—COMPARATIVE HOMICIDE RATES, 30 AMERICAN CITIES, 1904-1914, 
1904-1913. 1914. 
CiTIEs. | 
: Rate per Rate per | DIFFERENCE IN 
Homi- | 100,000 | Homi- | 100,000 | Tae Rare. 
cides. Popula- cides. Popula- | te 
tion. tion. 
| Actual. |Per Cent 
Memphis, Tenn........... 808 63.7 | 103 72.2 | +8.5 13.3 
Charleston, S. C.. 191 32.7 20 33.3 + 0.6 1.8 
Savannah, Ga............. 180 28.4 12 17.3 —l11.1 39.1 
Atlenta, Ga............-.. 377 26.0 58 32.1 | + 6.1 235 
New Orleans, ERS oe 837 25.3 79 22.0 — 3.3 13.0 
Nashville, IN 5.5 <eisis peo 257 24.3 38 31.1 + 6.8 28.0 
Louisville, aa 366 16.6 44 19.0 + 2.4 14.5 
Louis, Mo............. 867 12.9 117 16.0 + 3.1 24.0 
San Francisco, Cal......... 389* 11.8* 60 13.4 + 1.6 13.6 
Cincinnati,O............. 393 11.0 46 12.1 + 1.1 10.0 
Chice@o, Til... ccccccceeces 1,955 9.3 217 9.1 — 0.2 a2 
Seattle, Washi... 002 0sc8- 174 8.1 35 11.7 + 3.6 44.4 
Spokane, Wash............ 74 7.8 17 12.9 + 5.1 65.4 
ashington, D.C......... 244 7.5 29 8.2 + 0.7 9.3 
Cleveland, 0.............. 328 6.1 40 6.3 + 0.2 3.3 
Manh’n and TheBronx,N.Y. 1,606 6.1 186 6.1 0.0 0.0 
Dayton, O.........0ee0+% 62 5.5 7 5.4 — 0.1 1.8 
Pittsburg, Bs coowee vena 279 5.3 30 5.3 0.0 0.0 
Providence, R. I........... 112 5.2 15 6.1 + 0.9 17.3 
Boston, Mass............. 310 4.8 25 3.4 —1.4 29.2 
Baltimore, Md............ 252 4.6 44 7.6 + 3.0 65.2 
Brooklyn, N. ener 695 4.5 94 5.1 + 0.6 13.3 
Philadelphia, Pa........... 638 4.2 76 4.6 + 0.4 9.5 
Buffalo, N. Y.........0... 166 4.0 24 5.2 + 1.2 30.0 
Minneapolis, Minn......... 106 3.7 18 5.4 + 1.7 45.9 
ROAMING, PG... 6.5.65 o0cs06% 33 3.5 1 1.0 — 2.5 71.4 
Rochester, N. Y........... 68 3.3 4 1.6 — 1.7 51.5 
Hartford, Conn........... 29 3.0 Z 6.6 + 3.6 120.0 
Newark, N.J............. 98 3.0 21 5.3 + 2.3 76.7 
Milwaukee, Wis........... 87 2.4 22 5.2 + 2.8 116.7 
Total for 30 cities. .... 11,981 7.9 1,489 8.6 + 0.7 8.9 




















*Exclusive of 1904 and 1906. 


during the previous decade. The rate, therefore, increased 8.5 per 100,000 
of population, or 13.3 per cent during 1914. The increase during the year 
was equivalent to the average annual rate for all of the thirty cities 
combined during the year under review. Efforts have been made from 
time to time to explain this extraordinary rate on the ground of persons 
dying in the hospitals of Memphis, who received fatal injuries in hom- 
icidal quarrels in the nearby country districts of Tennessee and Arkansas. 
No thorough analysis has been made of the facts by the city of Memphis, 
regardless of the lamentable truth that there are about two homicides 
in that city every week throughout the year. That a large proportion 
of these homicides are persons of color has no bearing upon the question 
under consideration. The statistics reflect a truly terrible state of law- 
lessness and indifference to human life, the responsibility for which rests 
primarily upon the community and the State of Tennessee. As far as 
known, a corresponding murder record cannot be produced for any city 
of corresponding size throughout the world. If there are serious errors 
in death certification, or in deaths of non-residents, it is a proper func- 
tion on the part of the muncipal authorities to institute a thorough-going 
investigation into the facts. The data used in the present tabulation have 
been obtained through the courtesy of the census office, and have been 
verified as far as known and certified to be as absolutely correct. The ex- 
ceptional local situation is further reflected in the statement that the 
next highest death rate is for Charleston, South Carolina, where, how- 
ever, the present rate is less than half of the Memphis rate. The situ- 
ation in Charleston, however, is none the less alarming, even though 
from a local point of view it may be a matter of indifference that a con- 
siderable proportion of the victims of homicide are persons of color. 


THE NEED OF IMMEDIATE ACTION 

Indifference to murder in any form must ultimately injuriously affect 
the entire population. Murder is murder, whether the life destroyed is 
that of a white person or a person of color, or whether of a native bor) 
or a foreigner. The outlook for an improvement is hopeless unless the 
public consciousness throughout the nation is aroused and a determined 
effort is made to punish promptly and in the most drastic and effective 
manner those who are the worst offenders against society, in response to 4 
clearer recognition of the moral iniquity of murder in any and every 
form and its most severe condemnation on the part of the public. 48 
abundantly shown by the history of assassination, and attempts at the 
murder of persons in conspicuous positions, no life, from the highest to 
the lowest, and the most useful to the worthless, is safe under existiné 
conditions of public morality and the lax administration of justice. 

Table II exhibits the homicide rate of American cities during thé 
period 1885-1914, but, unfortunately, for the earlier years the records do 
not include all of the cities under review. This fact, of course, impairs 
the practical utility of the table, but it has been found impossible to 
obtain the required data, just as it has been found, as usual, most difficult 
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to secure even the statistics required for the present tabulation for the 
year 1914 until near to the end of the present year. 


TABLE II.—HOMICIDES IN 30 AMERICAN CITIES, 1885-1914. 














Number Population. Homicides} Rate per 
YEAR. of Cities. 100,000. 
1885 18 6,471,447 345 5.3 
1886. 21 7,100,317 357 5.0 
1887. 20 7,269,735 373 5.1 
1888. 22 7,808,836 363 4.6 
1889. 21 8,008,103 372 4.6 
1890. 24 8,561,164 434 5.1 
1891. 21 8,600,435 365 4.2 
1892.. 24 9,477,236 440 4.6 
1893... 25 9,795,223 478 4.9 
1894... 23 9,905,442 444 4.5 
1895.. 23 911,241 482 4.9 
1896.. 27 11,017,031 520 4.7 
1897.. 24 10,636,379 451 4.2 
1898. 25 11,207,621 594 5.3 
1899... 26 11,580,321 587 5.1 
1900. . 26 11,704,655 642 5.5 
1901... 28 12,450,541 591 4.7 
1902.. 28 12,824,531 627 4.9 
1903.. 30 13,289,572 705 5.3 
1904... 29 13,248,161 728 5.5 
1905... 29 13,872,240 923 6.7 
1906 29 13,957,944 1,107 7.9 
1907 30 14,728,792 1,294 8.8 
1908 30 15,112,384 1,229 8.1 
1909 30 15,495 977 1,156 7.5 
1910 30 15,879,566 1,312 8.3 
1911 30 16,263,155 1,371 8.4 
1912 30 16,645,668 1,384 8.3 
1913 30 17,029 158 1,477 8.7 
1914 30 17,416,649 1,489 8.6 
IP ENU ahs. Sud cio Roe eR eRe ood 82,997,938 3,971 4.8 
MMU bie pois SiVvie Reese st cose ewee nae 117,870,053 5,927 5.0 
NPE, Og are fois sorcxe cals ene acd 156,401,533 12,742 8.1 

















According to this tabulation the average homicide rate during the 
first ten years was 4.8 per 109,000 of population, increasing but very 
slightly during the second decade to 5.0, but showing a very marked in- 
crease during the last ten years to 8.1. The average rate is now so very 
high that it may well be questioned whether a maximum point of murder 
frequency has not been attained. 

Table III exhibits the geographical incidence of homicide, but unfor- 
tunately the returns are rather limited for certain sections and therefore 
not quite conclusive. 


TABLE III.—COMPARATIVE HOMICIDE RATE BY GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 





THE SPECTATOR 











1904-1914, 
1904-1913. 1914. 
Number 
SECTION. of Rate Rate 
Cities. Per Per INCREASE IN THE RATE 
Homicides.| 100,000 |Homicides.| 100,000 
Population. Population.| Actual. Per Cent. 
Eastern..... 11 4,034 4.9 483 5.1 0.2 4.1 
Central..... 7 3,798 8.6 467 9.3 0.7 8.1 
Southern... . 9 3,512 18.2 427 20.4 2.2 12.1 
Pacific Coast 3 6 10.0 112 12.8 2.8 28.0 
Total..... 30 11,981 7.9 1,489 8.6 0.7 8.9 


























It is shown by this table that the increase in homicidal frequency 
during 1914, as compared with the rate for the ten years ending with 
1918, was most marked on the Pacific Coast and in the Southern States. 
In the discussion of the suicide record for 1914 (THE SPECTATOR, Novem- 
ber 25, 1915), attention was directed to the fact that the most marked in- 
crease in suicide during 1914 had also taken place in the Southern and 
Pacific Coast cities. It may be pointed out also in this connection that, 
while the suicide rate during 1914 increased 3.6 per cent over the aver- 
age for the previous decade, the homicide rate increased 8.9 per cent 
during the same year. The fact, however, must not be overlooked that the 
suicide record is for one hundred cities, and the homicide record for 
only thirty cities. 


METHODS EMPLOYED IN HOMICIDE 


Table IV is intended to emphasize the usual method employed in 
homicides in the United States registration area. The data are for 
the period 1910-1913. 

This table brings out the fact that the predominating method in 
American murder cases is by firearms. Among males 62.8 per cent of the 
homicidal deaths were caused by this method, and among females 52.2 per 
cent. It is regrettable that the facts should not be given in more detail 
by the census office, but the present method is in conformity to the inter- 
national classification. It would be of much value to know how far specific 
kinds of poisons are used as a method, and the bearing of this information 
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TABLE IV—HOMICIDE BY METHOD, U. S. REGISTRATION AREA, 1910-1913 








PERSONS. MALEs. FEMALES. 
MeEtHop EmMPLoren. aw 





Number. | Per cent} Number.| Per cent|Number.| Per cent 








By GrearMies «..606. os cccsecvccscoes 9,469 60.6 7,824 62.8 1,645 52.2 
By cutting or piercing instruments....| 2,356 15.1 1,956 15.7 400 12.7 
Bie CAD MIOREES «ook icicccecsdsacus 3,793 24.3 2,685 21.5 1,108 35.1 

MM scarab ecnceancuncorecouwod 15,618 100.0 | 12,465 100.0 3,153 100.0 




















basis of a proper medical prescription. 


YOUNG PERSONS FREQUENTLY INVOLVED 
Most of the homicides are of relatively young persons, chiefly of the 
ages fifteen to forty-four. Table V is included to show the true inci- 
dence of the homicide rates by divisional periods of life and according to 
sex. The table also brings out certain important differences in the sex 
incidences according to the method used. 


TABLE V—HOMICIDE RATE PER 100,000 OF POPULATION, U. S. REGISTRATION 
AREA, 1910-1913. 












































Att METHOps. FIREARMS. 
AGEs AT DEATH. 
Persons.| Males. | Females.| Persons.) Males. |Females. 

3.1 3.3 2.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 
0.8 1.0 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.2 
7.6 11.2 4.0 5.0 7.5 2.4 
12.0 18.9 4.4 8.0 12.9 2.6 
10.0 16.0 3.3 6.4 10.5 1.9 
tel 11.6 2.0 4.2 6.9 1.2 
4.6 7.7 1.4 2.6 4.4 0.8 
3.4 5.5 1.2 1.5 2.4 0.5 
2.2 3.3 1.2 0.8 1.3 0.3 
6.6 | 10.2 2.8 4.0 | 64 | 1.4 

CUTTING OR PIERCING Orner MEANS 

INSTRUMENTS. ? 
RN Bia iene ddd davavcnexcanaccers 0.2 0.1 0.2 2.6 2.9 2.3 
eR igdicaccvinndcctnndeantincues 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.3 
RNs avanbckceeeddanseauneseaat 1.4 2.2 0.5 1.3 1.5 1.1 
Bneddncecs ccc caveeeucceuneasns 2.0 3.3 0.6 2.0 2.7 1.2 
Me ues ctieneweaunccecacneads 1.5 2.4 0.5 2.1 3.1 0.9 
Madd Wea cdsccckokesdraxcacanane 0.8 1.3 0.2 2.1 3.4 0.6 
Disececcscadonsvcadvacdecnenes 0.5 0.7 0.2 1.5 2.6 0.4 
Oi iereckccccocccanevacneaseaudee 0.5 1.0 0.1 1.4 2.1 0.6 
PURO ivincccrivwdscianaxndee 0.3 0.5 0.2 5.3 1.5 0.7 
RAM oo ic cuidhccdincnsexeeden ee 1.0 1.6 0.4 1.6 2.2 1.0 


























It is shown that as regards all methods the mortality was highest for 
males and females at ages twenty-five to thirty-four, and this excess 
is observed for firearms and cutting or piercing instruments, but there 
are slight differences in the use of other means for each group, the rate 
being highest for males at ages forty-five to fifty-four, and for females 
at ages under five. Considering all methods it appears that, while the 
average homicide rate for persons was 6.6 per 100,000 of population, 
it was 10.2 for males and 2.8 for females. These rates, as far as known, 
have not heretofore been made available in a convenient form. 


ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF HOMICIDE 


It is most regrettable that the subject of homicide as a problem in 
sociology and economics should not have received more adequate and 
qualified consideration. There is an immense literature on murder which 
over-emphasizes the psychological aspects of crime, but the far more 
important question of the relation of crime to the community and spe- 
cial interests, such as insurance, has been largely neglected. It has 
properly been observed that ‘‘In these days of growing contempt for con- 
vention, when many forms of anti-social conduct are regarded as mild 
eccentricities, when to go to prison and then write a book is almost as 
fashionable as it was at one time to shoot lions in Central Africa, it is 
well to be reminded that a healthy public opinion, which loves order and 
deprecates crime, is a most important factor in social wellbeing.” 
(British Medical Journal, August 23, 1913.) In the words of James Scott, 
late Governor of H. M. Prison, Holloway, London, “In dealing with 
criminals it is generally admitted that speedy and certain detection are 
among the most important factors as regards deterrence.”’ It admits 
of no question of doubt that the local administration of justice in the 
United States fails conspicuously in these essentials of crime and punish- 
ment. The modern tendency of viewing a criminal largely in the light 
of a diseased person involves grave consequences to the community. Lax 
methods of punishment, long delayed trials for murder, conspicuous public 
attention to personal details, and liberal opportunities for appeals, are 
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all in the direction of an encouragement to crime rather than a means 
to its successful control. As observed in this connection by Mr. Scott, 
who is properly regarded as one of the leading authorities on crime, 
“While we all greatly rejoice in the great amelioration in the adminis- 
tration of the criminal law, and wish to see as many criminals as pos- 
sible reformed, so as not to need punishment, yet we should avoid 
mawkish sentimentality. Public opinion has great influence on the people 
of wicked dispositions and weak moral principles who are prone to 
commit crimes, and they are quick to appreciate it.”’ It is further main- 
tained that ‘‘There is no ‘criminal type’; and all formulative doctrines 
of ‘hereditary crime’ are gravely misleading. A marked degree of mental 
defect, signalized otherwise than by commission of crime, doubtless char- 
acterizes a notable proportion of actual lawbreakers; while on the other 
hand there are many persons who commit serious crime, but to whom the 
word ‘criminal,’ in its popular and untechnical sense, does not apply.” 
There is a serious, fallacy in the theory that education, as commonly 
understood, tends to diminish crime. The modern tendency is rather in 
the direction of a refinement in methods of crime and an increased diffi- 
culty in its detection. There is the utmost urgency for a change in the 
point of view quite characteristic of American communities, that money 
spent in the detection of crime is largely unnecessary, while every en- 
couragement is given to the extravagant waste in public money in long- 
delayed and extremely costly and, unfortunately, often most conspicuous 
trials for murder. Money should be spent liberally in the relentless 
pursuit of criminals and in a determined effort to bring every criminal 
to justice. At the present time a considerable proportion of murder 
cases are treated lightly and a large number of murderers escape drastic 
punishment. 


INADEQUATE LAWS REGARDING DEADLY WEAPONS 


Aside from the question of punishment the problem of murder pre- 
vention demands more qualified consideration. The means of murder are 
entirely too convenient in many cases. The pistol-carrying habit in many 
sections of the country is an evil of the first order of importance. The 
same conclusion applies to the facilities for obtaining poison. After 
some particularly conspicuous case of murder a public demand is usually 
made for more drastic laws, but almost invariably without effect. After 
the assassination of Mayor Gaynor it was pointed out in a letter to The 
New York Sun of August 12, by Howard W. Starr of Schenectady, that 
“The law in regard to revolvers should provide that no one may carry 
a revolver less than eighteen inches long. There would be no con- 
cealed weapons with such a law. The laws of England, France and 
Germany in regard to the carrying of weapons are much more stringent 
than ours, and their death-roll from homicide is consequently much less. 
It is time that we did something to wipe this blot from our escutcheon.”’ 
In one of the annual reports of the Attorney-General of South Carolina 
occurs the statement, ‘“‘The record shows to the world that during the 
previous twelve months 243 of our fellow-citizens were put to death by 
the hands of our own fellow-citizens; 243 homicides in the small State 
of South Carolina in one year, and last year was not an exceptional year. 
m I am sure each one of you can assign certainly as one cause the 
deplorable custom of carrying pistols, a custom carried to such an extent 
that our State may be regarded as an armed camp in time of peace. 
Our young men and boys, black and white, rich and poor, seem to think 
that their outfit is not complete without a pistol; some of our older men 
show a bad example, and I regret to say some public officials have on 
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occasions been found armed in violation of law. Pistols are carried, not 
as a protection at night on some lonely road, or in some remote part of 
the country during the day or in some dangerous neighborhood, but at 
public meetings, on the streets, at social gatherings, even at dances, even 
at daily labor, and following the plough, and I add also even at church 
and prayer-meeting.’’ Such a condition does not reflect a truly civilizeq 
state, and as properly observed by The Chronicle of Montreal, as quoted in 
The Weekly Underwriter of August 20, 1910, in commenting upon the 
unrestrained sale of firearms, ‘“‘The moral is that mayors and aldermen 
who allow half-crazy dock-laborers and everybody else (lunatics and 
criminals included) to own revolvers, are challenging fate.’’ 


A SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR THE UNITED STATES 


The solution of the homicide problem in America, so far as it admits 
of a solution at all, does not lie in the laboratory study and treatment 
of crime, or in extensive scientific statistical investigations, but in an 
aroused public appreciation of the fact that all murders are crimes of 
supreme importance concerning the individual, society and the State, and 
that for the adequate protection of public security the punishment should 
be proportionate to the wrong. The reasons for justification and excuse 
should be reduced to a minimum. Homicide, even in self-defense, should 
require to be proven with absolute certainty; homicide from superior duty 
or over-ruling necessity should be admitted in only very extreme cases; 
homicide by misadventure and negligence should be punished adequately; 
riotous homicide particularly should be drastically dealt with, and the 
plea of insanity should be accepted only upon the basis of absolute in- 
controvertible evidence. The irrationality of the lunatic is fundamentally 
different from the irrational actions or anti-social conduct of the other- 
wise perfectly sane. Too much latitude in the acceptance of pleas of 
insanity merely encourage murder and burden society with needless ex- 
pense of repeated trials. At the present time the chances, as a rule, 
are in favor of the criminal and against society. The public attitude on 
capital punishment is merely another indication of apathy and indifference 
to the real issue at stake. Unless there is a complete change in public 
opinion regarding homicide and its punishment, there are no reasons 
for anticipating a material reduction in the at present enormous loss 
and criminal waste of human life in this country. Our murder death 
rate (for, of course, the statistics used refer only to the recorded deaths 
from homicide and not to judicial convictions) for the registration area 
for the period 1909-1913 was 6.4 per 100,000 of population. The rate for 
England and Wales (1904-1913) was 0.8; for Prussia (1904-1913), 2.0; 
for Australia (1910-1913), 1.9; and finally, for Italy (1908-1912), 3.6. 
In other words, the number of murders in the United States at the 
present time, proportionate to population, is about 100 homicides for 
every thirteen committed in England and Wales, thirty in Australia, 
thirty-one in Prussia and fifty-six in Italy. Of course, all statistics of 
this kind are subject to an erroneous interpretation and they can only 
be relied upon as approximately correct. It is, however, extremely 
significant that in a new country like Australia, with conditions not s0 
very different from those which prevail in the United States, the pro- 
portionate mortality from homicide should be only about one-third of 
what it is in the United States. After making every reasonable allowance 
for errors and deficiencies in death registration, death certification, etc., 
it admits of no argument that among the ctvilized countries of the world 
the United States stands to-day in deplorable contrast as regards the 
security of the person against the risk of homicidal death. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS 

Erie Grain Elevator Losses.—The loss on 
the Erie and Western Transportation Com- 
pany elevators B and C, in Erie, Pa., last week 
was quite a blow to several city companies. 
The loss is estimated at twenty-five per cent, 
but the lines were very liberal, ranging from 
$10,000 to $70,000. The Philadelphia offices 
all escaped excepting two. The building was 
insured for $100,000 in the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Fund. 

Local Board Meeting.—There was another 
adjournment a week ago when the New 
York Board deferred action on the resolu- 
tion to authorize the employment of a salaried 
adjuster hy the loss committee. The matter 

















was laid on the table, and some of the brokers 
are expressing the opinion that their disap- 
proval, through the brokers’ board, has killed 
the proposition. There are two elements of 
opposition: one on general belief that the pres- 
ent system is sufficient, and the other a general 
opposition to going out of town to find the 
right man for the place. The members resent 
the idea that they are influenced by the brokers. 

State Legislatures Again in Session.—With 
the early assembling of several State legisla- 
tures at hand, the fire offices are expecting a 
fresh raid of the tax gatherers upon the funds 
of the companies. Not only taxes, but restric- 
tive measures affecting the management of the 
companies in detail. Two States that have 
only recovered a few months since from a 
spasm of hostile measures, are now reported 
to be on the eve of another outburst in the 
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same line. And yet, apparently, the companies 
have lost the spirit of resistance to unjust 
demands. 

Warehouse Insurance.—A spasm of it- 
creasing demand for warehouse insurance, 
bonded and otherwise, is noticeable in the city. 
and some large lines have been covered within 
the last week. This is considered the cream of 
the fire insurance in this city, and ranks well 
up to the popularity of sprinklered business. 
The brokers have rejoiced in any sign of in- 
creased business. but have lost already many of 
the year and renewals on stocks by reason of a 
brisk holiday trade which has depleted stocks. 

War Risk Rates.—New rates have recently 
heen announced by the Government War Risk 
Bureau. Between non-belligerent ports in the 
western hemisphere the rates are reduced from 
one-quarter per cent to five cents per $100, and 
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between ports on the west coast of the United 
States and Japan or China from ten cents to 
five cents per $100. A new rate of fifteen cents 
per $100 between ports of the United States 
and belligerent ports in the eastern hemisphere 
was announced. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 

Annual Meeting of Fire Insurance Club.— 
At the annual meeting of the Fire Insurance 
Club of Chicago, held on December 14, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: President, C. G. 
Whipple; vice-president, W. E. McCullough; 
secretary, R. B. Howd; treasurer, J. A. Pack- 
ard; librarian, Lee Le Wand; directors, George 


.§. Valentine, William Otter, G. L. Truitt. 


There were two tickets in the field, W. E. 
McCullough being on both tickets for vice- 
president. The membership ticket was entirely 
defeated with this exception, and with the ex- 
ception of G. L. Truitt, who was elected a di- 
rector. The report showed the club member- 
ship to be 1036. The retiring president, E. W. 
Jewell, was made the recipient of a gold watch 
and chain, appropriately inscribed. 

George W. Griffin Takes Trip.—George W. 
Griffin, associate partner in the firm of Moore, 
Case, Lyman & Hubbard, left last week for 
Australia, to be gone about four months. 


George Herrmann & Co. Make New Con- 
nection.—The local agency firm of George 
Herrmann & Co. have secured a second gen- 
eral agency for the Maryland Casualty Com- 
pany, to take the place of the Fidelity and 
Deposit Company, which they recently re- 
signed, owing to the fact that the Fidelity and 
Deposit recently announced its withdrawal 
from the compensation field. 


Annual Meeting of Cook County Field 
Club.—The Cook County Field Club held its 
annual meeting last week, with three tickets in 
the field. The following officers were elected: 
President, W. T. Bisbee; vice-president, J. B. 
White; secretary-treasurer, J. L. Cassell; ex- 
ecutive committee, Howard Hilton, D. J. Har- 
rigan, C. H. Herman. 


Funeral of E. E. Wakefield.—FE. E. Wake- 
field, former president of the Fire Insurance 
Club, who died in New York last week, was 
buried at Detroit, Mich., on December 14. The 
president of the Fire Insurance Club appointed 
the following committee to prepare suitable 
resolutions: C. G. Whipple, W. H. Gartside 
and O. F. Wallin. The firm of Fred S. James 
& Co. was represented at the funeral by Robert 
E. James, the Fire Insurance Club by Carl G. 
Whipple, and the National Fire Insurance 
Company by O. F, Wallin. 

Automobile Rates Reduced.—On and after 
January 1 the Western Conference companies 
will charge lower rates for the fire floater only, 
thus enabling them to meet the competition of 
non-conference companies in all territory out- 
side of the large cities. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 
J. G. Derby’s Change.—J. G. Derby, for- 
merly of the engineers’ department of the 
Fidelity-Phenix Insurance Company, has been 
4Ppointed as special agent of that company to 
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cover Eastern Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, succeeding O. E. Cook, who has become 
assistant manager for New England of the 
Insurance Company of North America in the 
C. E. Parker agency at Hartford. 


Dewick & Flanders to Move.—The offices 
of Dewick & Flanders of 15 Central street will 
shortly be moved to 100 Milk street, where 
they will occupy the recently-completed two- 
story building next door the Boston Fire and 
Marine. It is not expected that the firm will 
be in its new quarters much before February I. 
Frank A. Dewick, the senior member of the 
firm, is president of the Boston Board of Fire 
Underwriters. 

H. J. Ide for Presidency.—H. J. Ide, gen- 
eral agent of the American of Newark and 
other companies, has been nominated for the 
presidency of the New England Insurance Ex- 
change. This nomination will be voted on at 
the annual meeting January 8. Inasmuch as 
the nominating committee consists almost en- 
tirely of former presidents, there is no doubt 
but that Mr. Ide, a veteran of the Exchange 
and one of its most popular members, will be 
elected. 

Boston Board Meeting.—The time during 
which the forms containing the following 
clauses in their old wording may be used was 
extended by vote of the Boston Board last 
week until July 1, 1916: Vacancy and non- 
occupancy; reduced rate clause (percentage) ; 
rent forms; non-occupancy guarantee and 
lightning clause. The proposed change in the 
rule for selection of appraisers has been modi- 
fied, and the change was unanimously adopted. 
Resolutions were adopted on the death of 
Frederick E. Newell, late of the Blake, Newell 
& Vedeler agency. 


PHILADELPHIA SURVEYS 

Death of Isaac H. Lindsley.—Isaac H. 
Lindsley, who was general agent of the Fire 
Association of Philadelphia for New York and 
New England, having headquarters at the 
home office, died last week. He was seventy- 
four years old. His first connection with the 
insurance business was in the service of the 
Peoples of Newark, of which he eventually 
became secretary, and after the retirement of 
this company he joined the North British and 
Mercantile, now the Mercantile Insurance 
Company of America. About thirty years ago 
he became identified with the Fire Association. 
He was president of the Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of New York State in 1895 and 1896. 

New Brokers’ Certificates.—The Philadel- 
phia Fire Underwriters Association has added 
to the list of brokers holding certificates the 
following: George C. Keim, 825 Land Title 
Building; William H. Smith, roor Chestnut 
street; Charles S. Rice, 105 William street, 
New York city, trading as Blake & Rice, and 
W. B. Hambleton, 132 South King street, 
Gloucester City, N. J. 


MARINE INSURANCE 
F. Herrman & Co. Resign.—F. Herrman & 
Co. have resigned as managers of the Colum- 
bia Insurance Company of Jersey City, as of 
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January I next. The company announces the 
appointment of H. K. Fowler as manager and 
F. H. Cauty as assistant manager of the 
marine. department, with offices at 3 South 
William street, New York. S. Godwin Wright, 
formerly of Philadelphia and more recently 
of Chicago, has been placed in charge of the 
automobile department. Mr. Wright is also 
manager of the automobile departments of the 
Union Marine of Liverpool and the Phcenix 
Assurance of London. 


Sale of Large Wheat Cargo.—Under- 
writers of the wheat cargo of the burned lake 
steamer “Alfred P. Wright” have sold the 
cargo of approximately 100,000 bushels to the 
Brooks Elevator Company, of Minneapolis, 
Minn. It is estimated there are 20,000 bushels 
of the grain above water and in perfect condi- 
tion. The “Wright’s” hulk is resting on the 
bottom, but is not completely submerged. Rep- 
resentatives of ten firms from Buffalo, Chicago 
and Milwaukee were in Houghton, Mich., 
where the sale was made, to bid on the wheat. 


NIAGARA FIRE PLANS 


O. E. Lane of the Yorkshire to Become 
Vice-President About February | 


Charles H. Coffin, vice-president of the Ni- 
agara Fire Insurance Company of New York, 
recently recommended to the executive com- 
mittee that O. E. Lane, now assistant manager 
of the Yorkshire Insurance Company in New 
York, be selected as vice-president to fill the 
vacancy made when Mr. Coffin becomes, presi- 
dent. The plans of the board to elect Mr. 
Coffin as president and O. E. Lane as vice- 
president will be carried out at the meeting of 
the board of directors to be held about Febru- 
ary 1. 

Mr. Lane has been assistant manager of the 
Yorkshire since June, 1912. Prior to that time 
he was a field man for the Scottish Union and 
National for the Mountain States, having head- 
quarters at Denver for several years. Before 
joining the Scottish Union, Mr. Lane had been 
special agent in the Middle West for the 
Traders and Providence Washington of Provi- 
dence. His success as an underwriter has war- 
ranted the honor conferred upon him by the 
Niagara. 


Lloyds Associations Examined 

Examinations of six Lloyds insurance organi- 
zations have been completed by the New York 
Insurance Department, showing the condition of 
the associations as of September 30. The re- 
ports have been filed. The companies involved 
were the New York and Boston Lloyds, the 
National Underwriters of America, the Union 
Underwriters of New York, the American 
Lloyds of New York, the Great Western Lloyds 
and the North American Interinsurers of New 
York city. The organizations were all found 
to be in good condition. 


Eastern Union Meeting 

The Eastern Union at its regular meeting 
last week made provision for the appointment 
of committees to consider the question of in- 
creased rates for war munition plants and to 
provide rates for gasoline powerboats and 
yachts. C. G. Smith was appointed as Eastern 
Union representative on the “basic standards 
committee,” which is to formulate standards 
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on the various classes of risk to be applied 
throughout the entire county. Another com- 
mittee to represent the Eastern Union in its 
territory. will be one to supervise the expenses 
of the different inspection bureaus. 
Benjamin R. Mowry, joint manager of the 
Svea Fire and Life, was elected to member- 
ship, succeeding the late Morris L. Duncan. 


L. H. Stubbs to Address Merchants 


On the morning of January 13, 1916, at Wichita, 
Kan., a lecture, ‘‘Fire Insurance and Its Value,” 
will be given by L. H. Stubbs, noted fire pre- 
vention expert, at the request of the Commer- 
cial Club of Wichita, to a gathering of about 
1200 to 1500 merchants from Kansas and the 
bordering States, which will be known as the 
“School of Merchandizing.”’ 

In the afternoon of the same day Mr. Stubbs 
will deliver his address, ‘‘Our Burning Dollars.” 
The lecturer expressed his opinion to a repre- 
sentative of THE SPECTATOR “that this will be 
an exceptionally good opportunity to impress 
upon the merchants the value and need of fire 
insurance, and the fact that fire insurance is 
brought up in their regular course of business 
shows in itself a tendency of commercial in- 
terests to realize the needs and benefits of 
saine.”’ 


Another New York Agency Firm 

The firm of White & Ellison was organized 
last week in New York by Major A. White and 
Benjamin W. Ellison of New York, to take the 
Metropolitan agency in New York for the 
American Eagle Fire of New York. The firm 
also has the automobile department for New 
York and Brooklyn, the City of New York Fire, 
the Patriotic Assurance and the County Fire. 


Congressional Bill Introduced 

Senator Weeks of Massachusetts has intro- 
duced a bill providing for Federal regulation of 
insurance companies. This bill is along the lines 
of the resolutions introduced early last year at 
the request of certain insurance men, and, if 
considered, may come up soon after Congress 
reconvenes. 

Action on the question of a new insurance 
code for the District of Columbia igs expected to 
be taken shortly after the holiday recess by the 
District of Columbia committee, which had under 
consideration a similar matter last session. 


New Jersey Stocks 
New Jersey insurance stocks as quoted by 
Clarence Hodson & Co., brokers of Newark, N. J., 
as of December 10, are as follows: 


(Quoted per $100 of Par.) 


Bid. Ask. 
ee (par $5) 510 sae 
Commercial.......... (par $10) 190 220 
Eagle Fire........... (par $25) 128 156 
Firemens............ (par $50) 450 480 
Newark Fire......... (par $5) 250 abe 
New Brunswick Fire.. (par $25) 168 Sinton 
New Jersey Fire...... (par $50) 90 104 
Prudential (life)...... (par $50) 910 ies 


Official Changes in Hanover 

Joseph McCord, who has been vice-president 
and secretary of the Hanover Fire Insurance 
Company of New York, resigned his offices last 
week. The board of directors, in accepting the 
resignation, suitably recognized Mr. McCord’s 
many years of service. Frederick A. Hubbard, 
formerly assistant general agent in the Chi- 
cago office, was elected vice-president, and EB. 
Stanley Jarvis, formerly special agent in East- 
ern New York and Connecticut, was appointed 
secretary. 


THE SPECTATOR 


WIRELESS HAZARD 





Stations of Amateur Operators are 
Numerous in New York 





WILL BE ELIMINATED 


City Departments Take Definite Action—Under- 
writers Co-operate-—-One Fatality 

The wireless apparatus whose antenne flouts 
itself upward from many of New York’s apart- 
ment houses and lesser dwellings must go. This 
is the edict of officials in several of the city’s 
departments; one which is concurred in by fire 
underwriters. 

Just as soon as three hard-working staffs of 
inspectors can discover New York’s juvenile 
wireless operators, their outfits are to be driven 
from the housetops. How many amateur oper- 
ators are playing with the current waves in 
their spare time there is no way of telling, but 
a semi-official estimate puts the number at three 
thousand. In the opinion of the officials of the 
Fire Prevention Bureau, the Department of Wa- 
ter Supply, Gas and Electricity, and the New 
York Board of Fire Underwriters, every one of 
them is harboring a fire hazard and a menace 
to life. 

Many of the outfits have been installed on 
the roofs of buildings which house scores of 
persons, the lives of all of whom might be en- 
dangered should something go wrong with the 
amateurish apparatus. That this is likely to 
happen at any moment has been brought to 
the attention of the authorities by the death 
of Mary Rosinsky, who was instantly killed re- 
cently when she touched the key of a wireless 
sender set up in an Astoria garret. Perhaps less 
than one per cent of the wireless installations 
have been reported to the fire underwriters and 
regularly inspected. From time to time in- 
spectors of the Fire Prevention Bureau have 
stumbled into one and reported it, but until now 
there has been no definite plan of checking the 
hazards. 

CAUSE MANY FIRES 

J. ©. Forsythe, of the New York Board of 
Fire Underwriters, said that a number of fires in 
which the loss ran into the thousands had been 
traced to the wireless experiments of young de- 
votees of Marconi. He continued: 

We have instructed our inspectors to report 
at once all such apparatus they can find. They 
present a distinct type of hazard and are par- 
ticularly dangerous in electrical storms. With- 
out the aid of the public we annot get rid of 
them completely. Boys are setting up outfits 
every day and ‘‘safety first’? demands that we 
have them reported to us at once. 

For $10 or $12 any youth can get all the ma- 
terial necessary for a makeshift station. He 
strings it together in a haphazard way so that 
perhaps a gust of wind might foul part of the 
installation with a live wire. More often than 
not fouling means a fire. In cases where we 
discover the outfits we have power to force 
compliance with our. regulations, and compli- 
ance is costly enough to make most small boys 
turn to another pastime. 

The Department of Water Supply, Gas and 
Electricity will also proceed against the wire- 
less boys under the new electric code, which re- 
quires that all persons making experiments be 
licensed. After a few have been fined $50 the 
officials believe the ‘‘scientific’’ nuisance will be 


abated. 





Clean-Up Week in Philippines 
The Board of Public Welfare of the Philippine 
Islands designated the period December 13 to 18, 
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1915, as clean-up week throughout the islands, 

The programme essentially consisted of the 
following events: Streets and drains were 
opened and repaired; rubbish was removed from 
stores and their banks; yards and private 
premises were thoroughly cleaned and neces- 
sary repairs made wherever possible to houses 
and fences; trees, shrubs and flowers were 
planted and cared for, and general cleaning, 
painting and renovating undertaken. 


‘Lloyds Calendar” for 1916 


A tremendous volume of information con- 
cerning maritime interests is presented in the 
1916 edition of “Lloyds Calendar,” which has 
just been published. Every company or agency 
writing marine insurance should possess a 
copy of this valuable book. In the limited 
space at our disposal it is difficult to even in- 
dicate the scope and comprehensiveness of 
“Lloyds Calendar.” It is divided into twelve 
sections, with an appendix, and is fully in- 
dexed, the entire book comprising nearly 700 
pages. Users are notified that during the war 
some of the services described are subject to 
alteration or suspension. 

Section I deals principally with almanac and 
astronomical ephemeris, etc. 

Section II contains a history of Lloyds; copy 
of an old policy dated 1680; Lloyds marine and 
fire insurance policies; duties of Lloyds agents; 
data relating to Lloyds signal stations; meteor- 
ological signals; weather intelligence; Lloyds 
salvage agreement; general and_ particular 
average; York-Antwerp rules; general average 
deposits, receipts and guarantees; [Joyds 
average, bottomry and_ respondentia bonds, 
medals, ete. 

Section II] presents matter relating to ship- 
ping; freeboard; density of water; drydocks; 
shipbuilding, ete. 

Section IV covers suggestions to captains in 
case of disaster; hints to masters of cotton- 
laden steamers; protests; receivers of wreck; 
instructions for using rockets; regulations for 
preventing collisions; signals of distress: rule 
of the road at sea; signals of various kinds; 
the British system of semaphoring, etc. 

Section V contains many tables of weights, 
measures and moneys, with their British equiv- 
alents; rules governing many calculations; 
thermometrical tables; length of degrees in 
latitude and longitude, measurements and 
weights of various commodities; units for 
freight; victualing scale; interest and distance 
tables; pressure of water; principal coaling 
stations; table to calculate price of goods; 
wages table; postal information, etc. 

Section VI deals with the steam engine and 
repairs at sea; steering with rudder disabled; 
history of merchant shipping; rules for calcu- 
lation of tonnage and their history, and regis- 
ter tonnage and displacement. 

Section VII treats of the sextant; the 
chronometer; the compass; Lord Kelvin’s de- 
flector and his vertical force instrument; 
points of compass and degrees; compass sig- 
nals; sounding machines and patent logs; list 
of ports and places where ships are swung. 

Section VIII embraces charts, sailing direc- 
tions and the general navigation of vessels; 
explanation of abbreviations adopted by the 
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Admiralty; correction of courses; finding the 
danger angle; method of finding stars; Pole 
Star tables; finding of latitude and longitude; 
distance of objects when first seen at sea; dis- 
tance of an object by two bearings; special 
warning to mariners; ice as an obstruction to 
navigation; tracks for Atlantic steamers; 
Southern ocean steamship routes; loading of 
timber; rules for navigation of River Mersey; 
use of oil for modifying the effect of breaking 
waves; tide table; tides and tidal streams; set 
of tidal streams in English and Irish channels; 
pilotage; standard time; time signals and light 
lists; provision depots for shipwrecked marin- 
ers, etc. 

Section IX relates to text books for exam- 
ination of masters and mates; facts about the 
Royal navy ; meteorological instruments at sea; 
harometer readings at sea; weather prediction 
at sea; wind scale; scale of fog intensity; pre- 
vailing winds, etc. 

Section X presents data concerning the 
Royal family; His Majesty’s Ministers; foreign 
ambassadors and consuls in London; stamp 
duties; customs tariff ot United Kingdom; 
estate duty; public acts, ete. 

Section XI contains a list of yacht and sail- 
ing clubs in United Kingdom; remarks on 
yachting; crew agreement and masters’ cer- 
tificates. 

Section XII relates to fires on ships; fires on 
wool ships; ports; tonnage and light dues; 
quarantine; notices to mariners and miscel- 
laneous information. 

The appendix contains various maps; lists 
of Lloyds agents, surveyors, salvage contrac- 
tors; places where steam pumps can be hired, 
and a glossary of maritime and commercial 
terms. 

A glance at the foregoing will indicate that 
“Lloyds Calendar” is a work which every fire 
and marine insurance company, agency and 
adjuster should have at hand for reference. It 
is clearly printed on good paper and substan- 
tially bound in cloth. Price, $1.00 per copy. 
Address all orders to The Spectator Com- 
pany, 135 William street, New York. 


Lumber and Trades Mutual Fire 


A mutual fire insurance company has filed 
articles of incorporation with the Maryland In- 
surance Department. The company is to be 
known as the Lumber and Trades Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company of Baltimore. R. D. Twed- 
dale is president and John M. Getz is secretary. 
Five directors are to be chosen who ghall have 
power to levy assessments. 


Fire Association of Philadelphia 
The Fire Association of Philadelphia is pre- 
baring to amend its charter so that it will be 
permitted to increase its lines. It is proposed 
‘0 so amend its articles that it may write hail, 
tornado, sprinkler leakage, marine and automo- 
bile insurance, 


Seek Admission to Mississippi 
The following fire insurance companies have 
made application for admission to Mississippi to 
'ransact a reinsurance business: Interstate 
Fire of Detroit, Mich.; Henry Clay Fire of Lex- 
ington, Ky.; North Branch Fire of Sunbury, Pa.; 
Eagle Fire of Newark, N. J. 
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NEW CHICAGO COMPANY 





Pioneer Fire Insurance Company 
Incorporated under Illinois Laws 





T. E. CARNEY IN CHARGE 
Organizer was Identified with Royal Life— 
Plans of the Company 


Articles of incorporation have been filed with 
the State Insurance Department of Illinois by 
the Pioneer Fire Insurance Company of Chi- 
cago, which will have offices in the National 
Life Building after January 1, where temporary 
quarters have been secured until that date. 

The company is to have a capital stock of 
$200,000 and surplus of like amount, as the 
stock is being sold two for one. 

Slavs, Poles, Lithuanians and Bohemians are 
the persons to whom the stock is being sold 
almost exclusively, as the company purposes 
co-operating with Polish building and loan as- 
sociations and will write chiefly dwellings and 
small mercantile risks. 

Thomas E. Carney, who was identified with 
the Royal Life Insurance Company of Chicago 
at the time of its organization, is in charge of 
the stock sales and is one of the incorperators. 
The list of incorporators also includes John B. 
Brenza, president Metropolitan State Bank, Chi- 
cago; John §S. Palt, real estate and insurance 
agent; Peter Czaja, druggist; J. C. Wollon, at- 
torney and general counsel for the company. 


Bankers Insurance Company of Helena 
The Bankers Insurance Company of Helena, 
formerly the Montana Bankers Hail, will hold 
a special stockholders’ meeting on January 11, 
for the purpose of voting on a proposition to 
increase the number of lines of business to 
include plate glass, live stock, steam boiler, ac- 
cident and health, cyclone, credit, surety and 
other liability insurance. It has also been sug- 
gested that the head offices be moved to Min- 
neapolis. 


Two More Enter Automobile Field 


The growth of the automobile industry has 
proven an attractive field for underwriters of 
automobile liability insurance. The West- 
chester Fire and the Hanover Fire of New 
York are the two companies which have lately 
announced their intention to enter the field. 
Agency appointments have not yet been an- 
nounced by either company. 

Iowa National Fire of Des Moines 

Thirty-four incorporators of the new lowa 
National Fire Insurance Company of Des 
Moines met in Des Moines and completed the 
permanent organization. The temporary of- 
ficers were made permanent. The Iowa Na- 
tional Investment Company has also been in- 
corporated, with $10,000 capital, to sell the 
stock of the insurance company. 


Manufacturer Cannot Insure Customers 
Insurance Commissioner M. Harry O’Brien of 
South Dakota has issued an opinion in connec- 
tion with the attempt of the Litchfield Manu- 
facturing Company of Waterloo, Ia., to issue a 
contract of insurance to purchasers of their 
manure spreaders. The company proposed to 
issue to each purchaser of their spreader a con- 
tract whereby they would insure the buyer 
against loss or damage by fire, lightning or 
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tornado. The total loss would be assumed if 
the machine were destroyed during the first 
year; to furnish a new machine for one-quarter 
of the original price if loss occurs during the 
second year, and one-third of the original price 
if the machine is destroyed during the third 
year, etc., and in case of partial loss during 
the five years the manufacturer agrees to fur- 
nish free of charge on board cars at their fac- 
tory. ° 

The Department held that this contract would 
constitute a contract of insurance, and that it 
would be against the law to enter into such 
contracts in South Dakota, unless the company 
was authorized to engage in the fire insurance 
business; assuming that the charter of the cor- 
poration did not give them that power, the con- 
tract would be void, and therefore could not 
secure permit, even though they had the re- 
quired capitalization. It appeared to the Com- 
missioner that if this practice were indulged in 
that it would not be long before at least one 
prominent line of insurance would be absorbed 


by the manufacturer, namely, automobile in- 
surance. 


Will Insure Dry Cleaners 

The National Association of Dry Cleaners In- 
ter-Insurance Exchange has been organized at 
St. Louis to write fire insurance on dry-clean- 
ing risks, which have been regarded as very 
hazardous from the fire standpoint. All lia- 
bility is reinsured in the Central States Inter- 
Insurance Exchange of St. Louis by James L. 
Corley, the attorney-in-fact. 


Two Dozen ‘Fire Don'ts” 

The Kansas Inspection and Fire Prevention 
Office, of which Charles E. Eldridge is proprietor 
and manager, has compiled the following “fire 
don’ts:”’ 

Don’t go into closets looking for clothing with 
a lighted match. 

Don’t kindle fires in stoves with kerosene. 

Don’t put hot ashes and coal in wooden bar- 
rels or boxes. 

Don’t thaw out frozen water pipes with a 
torch or lamp. 

Don’t allow waste paper, excelsior and rub- 
bish to collect. 

Don't use gasoline for cleaning in a closed 
room. 

Don’t look for gas leaks with a match or 
lamp. 

Don’t allow lace curtains near gas brackets. 

Don’t allow oily rags near stoves or about the 
premises. 2 

Don’t allow sawdust to be used in cuspidors 
or on floors. 

Don’t throw waste paper in a fireplace. 

Don’t throw cigarettes or cigars away if 
lighted. 

Don’t keep matches in paper boxes or lying 
about carelessly. 

Don’t use snapping parlor matches. 

Don’t forget that matches are the beginning 
of many conflagrations. 

Don’t hang your clothing near open fires or 
stoves. 

Don’t permit unprotected swinging gas jets 
under stairways. 

Don’t allow rubbish in hallways or on fire 
escapes. 

Don’t burn leaves and dead grass on windy 
days. 

Don’t forget to have the chimneys of your 
house cleaned once a year. 

Don’t fail to look twice at everything that 
looks like fire. 

Don’t leave everything to the landlord; in- 
spect your own building. 

Don’t fail to notify the Chief of the Fire De- 
partment of anything you may see that is dan- 
gerous and liable to cause fire, remembering 
that every day is fire prevention day. 

Don’t fail to give the representatives of the 
Fire Department or the firemen themselves 
every opportunity to make a careful examina- 
tion of your property. They are trying to help 
you. 
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RAPS BANK OFFICIALS 





Ohio Superintendent Issues Warning 
‘Concerning Practice of Cancellations 





ANTI-REBATE LAW VIOLATED 





Banks are Not Licensed Insurance Companies— 
Review of Opinion 

Superintendent of Insurance Frank Taggart 
of Ohio, in a ruling made on December 17, puts 
the stamp of disapproval on the practice which 
has grown up among some banks and building 
and loan associations, especially in Cleveland 
and Cincinnati, of requiring borrowers to cancel 
fire insurance policies they may have and place 
their insurance with an officer or employee of 
the financial institution before they will be 
granted loans. It is claimed that such policies 
are collateral security and it is usually on this 
ground that the requirement is made. 

Superintendent Taggart classifies this as a 
violation of the anti-rebate law. In requiring 
this the borrower would be paying the premiums 
as an inducement to the bank or association to 
make the loan, and it would be a violation of 
the law, for the borrower would be receiving 
a valuable consideration not specifically pro- 
vided in the policy. The solicitor would be 
giving or offering to give as an inducement to 
insurance a valuable inducement or consider- 
ation not specified in the policy—namely, the 
loan which the borrower could not get without 
so placing his insurance. 

Judge Taggart says it is clear that the legis- 
lature did not intend that banking institutions 
should do an insurance business. That is left 
to the properly chartered and admitted in- 
surance companies. He further says that he 
will refuse to grant licenses to officials or em- 
ployees of banks that make such a requirement, 
if hig attention is called to the matter. 





Automobile Mutual Changes Name 

The name of the Automobile Mutual Fire 
Association of Cedar Rapids, Ia., has been 
changed to the Iowa Automobile Insurance As- 
sociation. The company writes fire and theft 
insurance on automobiles, in conjunction with 
the Iowa Mutual Liability of Cedar Rapids, 
which writes liability, collision and property 
damage insurance. C. J. Duncan is manager 
for both companies. 





Fire Notes 
A Brooklyn firm seeking an agency of a first-class 
fire insurance company advertises elsewhere in this 
issue, 

—George R. Williams, special agent for the West- 
chester Fire in Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, has 
resigned as of January 1. 

—Certain stockholders of the Ohio Commonwealth 
Fire of Cleveland have filed a petition for a receiver 
and the dissolution of the company. 

—W. W. Coe, who represented the Agricultural In- 
surance Company of Watertown in Canandaigua, N. 
Y., since 1868, died last week. 

—A stockholder of the Peerless Fire of Waco, Tex., 
has made application for the appointment of a receiver 
for the company. A hearing was set for December 23. 

—The Columbian National Fire of Detroit has 
added New York State to the Eastern department, 
which is under the management of James J. Boland 
of Scranton, Pa. 

—-The North Branch Fire Insurance Company of 
Sunbury, Pa., has been licensed in New York State 
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and has appointed Newman & MacBain agents in the 
Metropolitan district. 

—A. A. King has been appointed special agent for 
the Rhode Island, Phenix, Union and Nationale of 
Paris for New York State outside of the metropolitan 
and suburban districts. 

—A,. Percy Mummery has been made London man- 
ager for the National Union Fire Insurance Company 
of Pittsburg. The company will write British home 
insurance and foreign fire reinsurance. 

—Samuel A. Barclay has resigned as managing 
underwriter of the Buckeye National Fire at Toledo, 
Ohio, and will go to Chicago, His plans for the 
future, however, have not been announced. 

—A license to do business in Texas has been 
granted by the State Department of Insurance and 
Banking to the Svea Fire and Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Gothenburg, Sweden. T. A. Manning of 
Dallas is the State agent. 

—aAn interesting proposition has been made by the 
State Fire Marshal of Illinois to the Illinois State 
Fire Prevention Association, namely, that the Fire 
Marshal’s office and the association should co-operate 
closely in their work, particularly in relation to the 
education of the public. 

—An assessment of thirty cents a share has been 
levied on the stock of the Capital Fire of Sacramento. 
The assessment is payable December 15 and is de- 
signed to take care of the organization’s increasing 
business. An amount of $67,500 will be turned into 
the surplus account in this way. 

—August M. Neuman of Milwaukee, vice-president 
of the Badger Mutual Fire Insurance Company, died 
on November 29, after a long illness, aged sixty-three. 
He was active in church work. He was engaged in 
the carpenter contracting business and later in real 
estate. Six children survive him. 

—lInsurance adjusters at St. Louis have reported 
that the printing house of the Nixon & Jones Printing 
Company, which was burned in September, was not 
overinsured. The property was valued at $55,000 and 
was insured for $53,000. The amount for which the 
insurance companies are liable is $25,130. 

—tLack of fire protection in Hartford, Ark., has 
caused the AZtna Insurance Company to cancel all its 
policies there, and other companies may pursue a like 
policy. During the past two years there have been 
a number of destructive fires there, and the Aétna has 
paid out $22,000 for losses, and has in the same period 
collected but $2000 in premiums. 
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MAIL ORDER INSURANCE 
Congressional Bill Would Make it Illegal 


Congressman Johnson of Washington has in- 
troduced into the House of Representatives a 
bill (H. R. 3095) relating to mail order insur- 
ance, providing that: 











No company, corporation, association, part- 
nership, or organization, or any officer, agent, 
or representative thereof, or other person, shall 
use or shall be permitted to use the mails, or 
the mail service, or any branch or part thereof 
for the purpose of procuring or effecting a policy 
of insurance upon persons or property situated 
in any State or Territory of the United States 
when or where by the laws of the said State or 
Territory in which the said persons or property 
are situated such company, corporation, associa- 
tion, partnership, or organization is prohibited 
from transacting an insurance business in such 
State or Territory. * * * Any person violating 
the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $500 
or by imprisonment for not more than one year, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment for each 
offense. * * * 


The bill provides further that any person vio- 
lating the provisions of the same may be pro- 
ceeded against by either information or indict- 
ment and tried or punished either in the Dis- 
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trict in which the matter contrary to the pro- 
posed law is mailed or in the District in which 
it is delivered. 


Association of Life Insurance Counsel 

The New York Life was host to the Associa- 
tion of Life Insurance Counsel, which held its 
annual meeting at the same time as the Asso- 
ciation of Life Insurance Presidents. Presi- 
dent Darwin P. Kingsley of the New York Life 
presided at the dinner held in the Metropolitan 
Club at the opening of the session. At the busi- 
ness session held in the director’s room of the 
New York Life, E. D. Duffield, fourth vice-pregi- 
dent of the Prudential of Newark, presented a 
paper on “Claim Litigations,”” which was dis- 
cussed. Other papers were presented by Fred- 
erick A. Allen, general counsel for the Mutual 
Life of New York, and F. H. Nash, general 
counsel for the Columbian National Life of 
Boston. The officers and directors were re- 
elected and are as follows: President, William 
Bro Smith, general counsel Travelers; vice- 
president, Frederick A. Holland, vice-president 
National Life of Montpelier; secretary and treas- 
urer, William J. Tully, general solicitor Metro- 
politan Life. Executive committee—Ed. D. Duf- 
field, fourth vice-president Prudential, chair- 
man; J. H. McIntosh, general counsel New York 
Life; Frederick A. Allen, general counsel Mu- 
tual Life; A. K. McGinley, general counsel Mas- 
sachusetts Mutual; Chandler Bullock, general 
counsel State Mutual Life of Worcester, Mass. 





Johns Hopkins University Insurance Course 

Johns Hopkins University at Baltimore, Md., 
has installed a course of study in life insurance. 
Dr. Leo Wolman, ‘with the title of Assistant in 
Life Insurance, will give the instruction, begin- 
ning on January 4, 1916. The university circular 
on the new course says: 

The course is designed to give to those per- 
sons engaged in the insurance business and to 
those students who contemplate entering life 
insurance, a description and scientific analysis 
of the most important aspects of the life insur- 
ance business. The particular subjects to be 
studied will include the element of risk and un- 
certainty in economic life, the function of life 
insurance in eliminating and shifting risks, the 
history of life insurance, the most important 
forms of life insurance, elementary mathemati- 
cal principles underlying the business, the busi- 
ness organization of life insurance companies, 
and the various legal aspects of the business. 
The work will deal in the main with an analysis 
of American experience. Where, however, the 
foreign experience is of such a character as to 
throw valuable light upon the American prob- 
lems of life insurance, attention will be called 
to the foreign practice. 

The course was inaugurated after a conference 
between representatives of the University and 
of the Baltimore Life Underwriters Association. 


Wadsworth Indictment Dismissed 

An indictment against Philip C. Wadsworth, 
found by the Federal Grand Jury at Atlanta, was 
dismissed by Judge Mayer in the Federal Dis- 
trict Court at New York last week. Mr. Wads- 
worth, who has been known in life insurance 
circles as a company promoter, proposed t? 
form a $50,000,000 corporation for the purpose of 
organizing the cotton growers of the South to 
protect them against market manipulators. He 
ran into difficulties, fiinding it hard to interest 
big financiers and met with unexpected compe 
tition. On the ground that he was making ¢% 
aggerated statements concerning the financial 
possibilities of the plan, complaint was made t? 
the post office authorities that he was misusing 
the mails and the indictment was found. Habeas 
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corpus proceedings were brought in his behalf 
and it was shown by witnesses that Mr. Wads- 
worth had devised a co-operative scheme of real 
merit, which had the backing of many men who 
had experience of the needs of the cotton grow- 
ers, and that the plan was fundamentally sound. 


Los Angeles Association Officers 

At the December meeting of the Life Under- 
writers Association of Los Angeles, Charles W. 
Pickell, Detroit manager of the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life, and H. F. Norris, superintendent 
of agencies of the Northwestern Mutual Life, 
were the guests of honor. Both delivered enter- 
esting addresses. 

At the business meeting the following of- 
ficers were elected for the ensuing year: Pres- 
ident Irwin J. Muma, A®tna Life; first vice- 
president, James L. Collins, Pacific Mutual; 
second vice-president, Walter R. Hoefflin, Con- 
necticut Mutual; secretary-treasurer, F. E. 
Dudley, Pacific Mutual. Executive Committee— 
George A. Rathbun, Equitable Life, N. Y.; W. 
B. Stirdivant, Phoenix Mutual; L. A. Green- 
wood, Travelers; W. C. Mage, Northwestern 
Mutual; Frank E. McMullen, Massachusetts 
Mutual. 


Missouri Department After Twisters 
Walter K. Chorn, State Insurance Commis- 
sioner of Missouri, has issued an order against 
“twisting or filching’’ by insurance companies, 
especially life companies, which, he says, have 
been the chief offenders in this line. The prac- 
tice of companies who seek to obtain the ser- 
vices of agents of another company, he says, is 
against the interests of the policyholders, the 
companies and the business in general, and the 
Commissioner warns agents and companies that 
those engaging in this practice hereafter will 
be subject to a revocation of their licenses. 
The practices of which he complains, he says, 
are against the laws of the State of Missouri 
and at variance to the rulings of the Depart- 
ment of Insurance of the State. 


Life Policies Cannot Cover Accident 

The old proposition of separate contracts of 
insurance for each class specified in section 32, 
Massachusetts Statutes, 1907, C. 576, has been 
brought forward in an opinion of Attorney-Gen- 
eral Atwill as the basis of his conclusion that a 
policy proposed to be issued by a life insurace 
company which would provide double indemnity 
in case of death by accident is contrary to the 
Massachusetts statute and should not be ap- 
proved by Insurance Commissioner Hardison. 


Duluth Underwriters Elect Officers 


At the recent annual meeting of the Duluth 
Life Underwriters Association the following of- 
ficers were elected: President, H. I. Pineo, to 
succeed C. D. Oreckovsky; T. J. Monahan, first 
vice-president; George Wilson, second vice- 
president; N. B. Morrison, treasurer; W. L. 
Smithies, chairman of the executive committee; 
C. D. Oreckovsky, chairman of the entertain- 
Ment committee; Richard Keown, chairman of 
the publicity committee; Ralph Pineo, chair- 
man of the membership committee. 


Insurance Department Takes Action 
The Kentucky Insurance Department has or- 
dered the Central Life of Lexington to cease 
Writing new business. An examination of the 
company’s affairs by the Insurance Depart- 
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ment has been started. According to Commis- 
sioner M. C. Clay of Kentucky, the company 
will be reinsured as a means of best protect- 
ing the interests of the policyholders. It had 
been reported that the International Life of 
St. Louis would reinsure the Central, but 
whether this deal will go through is uncertain. 
A reinsurance proposal by the Iroquois Life of 
Louisville has been under consideration, but 
recently negotiations toward completion of the 
reinsurance contract were held up. 


Federal Union Life Begins 

The Federal Union Life of Cincinnati, which 
has been granted a license to do business by the 
Ohio Insurance Department, with a capital stock 
of $100,000, has made its start, with the follow- 
ing officers: Robert B. Palmer, president; Frank 
M. Peters, first vice-president and agency man- 
ager; James E. Campbell, second vice-president; 
O. K. Jones, third vice-president; D. W. Craig, 
secretary and treasurer; Fred E. Wesselmann, 
Curtis C. Williams, George F. Schott, David 
Lorbach, Harry J. Levy, Brosius K. Clapp, 
Charles H. Castle, Berry C. Poole and Sherwood 
N. Megie, directors. The company will write 
life insurance on the ordinary and industrial 
plans, as well as accident and health insurance. 


Appointments by the American National 
The American National of St. Louis has ap- 
pointed William G. Morgan, formerly with the 
Northern Life of Seattle, to the position of su- 
pervisor of agencies for the State of Iowa; Irving 
H. Frank, formerly of the Travelers, to general 
agent for Northern California, with head- 
quarters at San Francisco; Ernest S. McKinley, 
former high school principal, general agent for 
Southwestern Missouri, with headquarters at 
Neosho, and John K. Grief, formerly with the 
Missouri State Life, general agent for Southern 
Illinois, with headquarters at St. Louis. 


Restrictions on Life Companies 

The Kansas Insurance Department has ruled 
that life insurance companies must not write 
health and accident insurance. The application 
of the Globe Life, Health and Accident Insur- 
ance Company for a charter raised the question. 
The foreign companies affected by the ruling in- 
clude: A®tna Life, American Bankers Life of 
Chicago, Columbian National Life of Boston, 
Metropolitan Life, Pacific Mutual Life of Los 
Angeles, Reliance Life of Pittsburg and the 
Travelers of Hartford. There also are several 
Kansas companies affected. 


Ohio Life Insurance Report 

The report of Superintendent of Insurance 
Frank Taggart on life insurance for 1914, filed 
with Governor Frank B. Willis of Ohio recently, 
shows that there are 580,938 ordinary policies in 
effect, with a total of $953,105,020 insurance, 
while there are 2,055,743 industrial policies in 
force representing $266,966,659 insurance. The 
premiums paid for the year amount to $36,673,- 
429. Claims paid aggregated $14,929,454. The to- 
tal number of policies in force is equal to al- 
most half the number of people in the State. 
This, of course, is brought about by the large 
number of industrial policies. The average 
policy is $462.40, but the average ordinary policy 
is $1640. The average industrial policy is $130. 





I want to continue my subscription to THe Spec- 
TATOR, as it is too valuable a paper for me to do with- 
out.—Augustus Treadwell, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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MERGER IN CANADA 





Sun Life of Montreal to Absorb 
Manufacturers of Toronto 





POLICYHOLDERS FULLY PROTECTED 





Largest Company in Canada Greatly Strengthened 
—Eighty Millions Added to Insurance in Force 
and Nineteen Millions to Assets 


An agreement was reached last week provid- 
ing for the amalgamation of the Manufac- 
turers Life of Toronto with the Sun Life of 
Montreal. President T. B. Macaulay of the Sun 
Life states that the negotiations were very 
brief. Ross Gooderham, managing director of 
the Manufacturers, will shortly leave with his 
regiment, in which he is a captain, for the front, 
and ‘concluded to dispose of his interest in the 
company. He wished to secure the policyholders 
rather than to obtain a high price for his hold- 
ings and a thoroughly equitable and reasonable 
basis for the alliance was speedily arrived at. ° 

It is understood that the merger will mean 
not only greater strength but a lower expense 
ratio, which will benefit the policyholders of the 
Manufacturers. Thus the Sun Life will manage 
the absorbed business at a cost of ten per cent, 
whereas the retiring company’s cost has been 
about thirty per cent of the premiums. Divi- 
dends paid by the Manufacturers have averaged 
about sixty-five per cent of the Sun Life’s scale, 
but will be immediately raised to eighty per 
cent and in a short time further increased. 

Stockholders of the Manufacturers will re- 
ceive the amount of the paid-up capital, $300,000, 
and will participate in the profits of that com- 
pany’s business for a period of three or four 
years. They will also share in the saving of 
expenses for one year only. 

The agreement has to be submitted to the 
finance department at Ottawa for its sanction, 
and the stockholders and policyholders must 
also be notified, so that any objections may be 
duly registered. 

The Manufacturers Life was organized in 1887 
and at the close of 1914 reported $82,065,439 in- 
surance in force, with assets of $19,180,388. On 
the same date the Sun Life showed insurance in 
force of $215,465,108, with assets of $64,187,656. 
Since the beginning of the year it has assumed 
the business of the Federal Life of Hamilton, 
amounting to $28,898,979 insurance and $5,913,- 
181 assets, so that by the combination of the 
Manufacturers and the Sun Life there will be 
shown a company with approximately $330,000,- 
000 insurance in force and $90,000,000 of assets. 
Both companies have been operating in a few 
States of the United States. 


Will Insure its Agents 

The Life and Casualty Insurance Company of 
Tennessee has notified its entire field force that 
the new business written for this week will 
be the first to count as increase next year. The 
company has been considering the matter of 
insuring the lives of those who make their al- 
lotment, for fifty per cent of their past earn- 
ings with the company during the year 1915, and 
(if no complication comes up from the Insur- 
ance Department) this will put this into effect 
on January 3, 1916, along the following plan: 

1. To secure the benefits a man must have 


made his average allotment. 
2. The fatal illness must have originated while 





ait ee, 
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the deceased was in the employ of the com- 
pany. 

3. Where deceased has been employed by the 
company for a full year or more, his family will 
be paid a weekly indemnity equal to one-half 
of the average weekly wage of deceased for the 
past year. 

4. Where deceased had not been employed for 
one full year, the company will pay to his family 
for as many weeks as he had been employed by 
it a sum equal to one-half his average weekly 
wage for the time he was so employed. 

The allotment on new business writing will 
be for agents and district agents $1.50 per week, 
and for assistants and superintendents the sum 
total of the new business writing of their men 
less twenty per cent. The allotments in remit- 
tance, per cent of collections and net increase 
will be announced later. 

Should a man go over in one department and 
fall short in another, he will get credit in the 
department in which he has fallen short for 
fifty per cent of the excess in the department 
where he has a surplus. 


Globe Life Insurance Company 
The Globe Life Insurance Company of Salina, 
Kansas, has been chartered. The company is 
to have a capital of $100,000. 


Western States Life Insurance Company 

Since the first of the year each month has 
shown a gradual increase in the amount of 
paid-for business written by the Western 
States Life of San Francisco over the corre- 
sponding month of last year. The assets of 
the company have been materially enhanced by 
careful investments as well as conservative se- 
lection of risks. 

Company Tidings 

—The Comrmhonwealth Life of Louisville has rein- 
sured some of the members of the Knights and Ladies 
of Honor in Kentucky. 

—The Commonwealth Life of Louisville has issued 
a group policy on the four hundred employees of the 
Louisville Home Telephone Company. 

—The Northwestern Mutual Life of Milwaukee 
broke all records for the month of November with 
written business of $12,168,800. A drive will be made 
to break all December records. 

—The Equitable Life of lowa will again pay more 
in dividends on annual dividend policies than in death 
losses. This company has been able, through careful 
management, to maintain a low net cost to its policy- 
holders. 

—The Northwestern National Life of Minneapo- 
lis reports that the returns on November business in- 
dicate an increase over the same month of 1914. The 
gain for the eleven months of 1915 is also greater than 
that of the same period of 1914, 

—The Travelers of Hartford reports that its No- 
vember paid-for business this year showed a gain of 
eighty-five per cent over the paid-for business of No- 
vember, 1914. The accident business written during 
the month was also the largest in the history of the 
company. 

—The Travelers of Hartford has issued a group 
policy on the 500 employees of the G. Edwin Smith 
Shoe Company, operating shoe factories at Colum- 
bus and Newark, Ohio. Homer C. Howard, local rep- 
resentative of the Travelers at Columbus, conducted 
the negotiations. 

—The Prudential of Newark reports that the month 
of October was exceedingly satisfactory, having shown 
material increases in the production of both indus- 
trial and ordinary business. A gain of thirty per cent 
in the number of weekly income policies was made 
during the month. 

—The regular annual meeting of the stockholders 
of the Dakota Life Insurance Company of Watertown, 
S. D., will be held at the company’s offices on Tues- 
day, January 18, 1916, and will be accompanied by 
election of directors, election of officers, annual re- 
ports and banquet. Other routine business will be 
taken up. 
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PLANS OF THE PRUDENTIAL 





Revised Policy Forms Announced for 
the New Year 





PROVISIONS MADE RETROACTIVE 





Liberalized Disability Provision Without Extra 
Premium—Modes of Settlement at Maturity 
Increased—Certain Clauses and Contracts 
Omitted 

With the coming of the new year important 
changes will be made in the policies issued by 
the Prudential Insurance Company of America, 
according to a notice issued by President For- 
rest F. Dryden. The regular ordinary and in- 
termediate policies have been thoroughly re- 
vised, with the object of extending the privi- 
leges of the insured, simplifying the language 
and eliminating clauses which experience has 
shown to be unnecessary. 

The new regular ordinary policies will include 
a disability provision without extra charge, pro- 
viding that if the insured becomes totally and 
permanently disabled before age sixty, net only 
will no further premium be required but the 
company will pay the equivalent of the full 
amount of insurance in monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annual or annual instalments over a period 
of ten years, making due allowance for inter- 
est on the amount held. If disability occurs at 
age sixty or after, payment of premiums will be 

yaived until maturity of contract, when pre- 
miums so waived will be deducted without in- 
terest from the amount of insurance. 

This disability provision will be made retro- 
active as to old policies (with certain excep- 
tions), provided the disability occurs after 
January 1, 1916, while the policyholders who are 
now paying an extra premium for this provision 
will be exempted from such payment when the 
policy anniversary is reached in 1916. 

Provisions as to modes of settlement provide 
for payment of the sum insured at the request 
of either beneficiary or insured, in monthly in- 
stalments for a definite number of years or con- 
tinuously. This provision is also made retro- 
active. 

The company has discontinued the automatic 
premium loan provision and the option of con- 
version in whole life policies. Grace period is 
now made thirty-one days, while the interest 
charge on loans is six per cent, payable at the 
end of the year instead of in advance. 

Certain policies for which there has been lit- 
tle demand, have been discontinued as follows: 
Premium reduction policy; increasing insurance 
and double endowment policy; instalment policy; 
monthly income forms for ten and fifteen pay- 
ment life and ten and fifteen year endowment. 

Announcement has already been made of the 
dividends to be paid next year on policies origi- 
nally issued as non-participating contracts 
during the years 1907-1914, and the company will 
also pay dividends on such forms issued since 
the establishment of the ordinary department 
in 1886. 

With very low rates, substantial dividends, 
free disability clause and a most liberal policy 
form in all respects, Prudential agents may well 
look forward to a most prosperous business 
year. 


Life Notes 
—lL. B. Messler, former vice-president and super- 
intendent of agencies of the West Coast-San Fran- 
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cisco Life, has been appointed general agent for the 
National Life of Chicago in San Francisco and vi 
vinity. 


-A\ competent young man familiar with life insur. 
ance can make a profitable connection with a well. 
established New York city general agency, as an. 
nounced in another calumn. 

The Philadelphia Life last week removed to its 
handsome new home-office building on South Broad 
street, Philadelphia, where it will find ample room 
for the prompt transaction of its increasing business, 

—James E, Flanigan, who for the past eight years 
has been connected with the actuarial department ot 
the Connecticut General Life, with which company 
he has made a successful record, has joined forces 
with the Equitable Life of Iowa, and is the assistant 
actuary of the latter company. 

~—Hill’s Business College, at Oklahoma City, pro. 
poses to give instruction in insurance salesmanship, 
with particular attention to life insurance salesman- 
ship. The Oklahoma Life Underwriters Association 
was instrumental in the installation of the new course, 


The New England Mutual Life announces the ap- 
pointment of Emmett H. Rolston as general agent of 
the company for Tennessee and Northern Alabama, 
with headquarters at Chattanooga, the appointment 
being effective from January 1, 1916. Mr. Rolston 
has been a partner for the past thirteen years of S. 
]). Drewry in the Drewry & Rolston general agency 
of the Mutual Benefit. 


—G. F. Murrell of the Clarke & Murrell general 
agency for the Bankers Life Company at Pittsburg, 
Pa., has the honor of being new business leader for 
the company in the month of November. Mr. Mur- 
rell made a splendid recora of $75,000 of new busi- 
ness last month. This achievement is in line with his 
usual success. He has been a million-dollar man for 
the Bankers Life Company for several years and 
promises to almost, if not quite, equal that mark again 
this year. 


CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS _ 


BUREAU COMPANY SUIT 


Proceedings Begun at Madison, Wis., and 
Adjourned to January 10 


After four days of continuous submission of 
testimony and legal argument in the first ac- 
tion of its kind ever started in Wisconsin 
further proceedings in the petition of Neal 
Brown, president of the Employers Mutual Li- 
ability of Wausau, against the Workmens 
Compensation Service Bureau and its consti- 
tuent companies was on December 17 adjourned 
to January 10, 1916. The Brown petition, which 
is addressed to the Insurance Commissioner, 
charges discrimination in workmen’s compen- 
sation rates, unfair competition, misclassifica- 
tion of risks and violation of the Wisconsi® 
anti-discrimination law. The latter law is 4 
part of the workmen’s compensation law and 
specifically prohibits rate discrimination be- 
tween risks in the same class. 

President Brown, while ostensibly acting 48 
an individual employer in bringing his com- 
plaint, is obviously acting indirectly in the in- 
terest of the mutual company of which he is 
the head. An interesting feature of the pro 
ceeding is that Charles H. Crownhart, former 
chairman of the State Industrial Commission. 
is Mr. Brown’s attorney. Mr. Crownhart was 
chairman of the commission for four years, end- 
ing last August; during that time he was frankly 
an exponent of the mutual insurance idea in 
covering the liability of employers under the 
compensation act. From time to time he bas 
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taken direct issue with the Bureau companies 
as to their methods of fixing rates. 

A. W. Whitney (manager), Stanley L. Otis 
(actuary), and William Bro Smith (counsel of 
the Workmens Compensation Service Bureau), 
were present all the week in the Wisconsin 
hearing. Attorney Harry L. Butler of Madi- 
son had charge of the case for the re- 
spondents. For three days Attorney Crownhart, 
with frequent interruptions from Attorney But- 
ler, sought to show that the Bureau had dis- 
criminated generally against Wisconsin in fix- 
ing rates. He pointed particularly to the Mas- 
sachusetts situation, where Samuel Appleton of 
the Employers Liability Assurance Corporation 
was appointed a committee of one to fix all 
rates in the Bay State. Throughout his argu- 
ments Crownhart held that the Bureau com- 
panies write business at low rates in the East 
and make up their Eastern losses by charging 
high rates in Wisconsin and other Western 
States. 

When the hearing was adjourned, the peti- 
tioners were engaged in getting specific cases 
of complaints into the record. 


Oklahoma Safety First Council Organized 

State Labor Commissioner W. G. Ashton of 
Oklahoma was elected chairman of the Okla- 
homa Safety First Council, which was officially 
launched at Oklahoma City recently. Miss Lulu 
Gregory of the State Labor Department was se- 
lected secretary, and Fred Insull, of the Public 
Service Corporation of Oklahoma, treasurer. 
Membership in the council is open to any per- 
son, firm or corporation engaged in manufac- 
turing, mechanical or industrial enterprises, 
railways, transmission companies, insurance 
carriers, wholesale houses or contracting com- 
panies interested in the promotion of safety 
first. 

Meetings in a State-wide safety campaign will 
be held within the next three months in Guthrie, 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa and Muskogee. A motion- 
picture machine, suitable films, photographs and 
supplies will be secured for a traveling exhibit. 
Ways and means will be devised for putting up 
instructive bulleting in factories and _ public 
places over the State. 


Burglary Policy Changes 

After a two-days’ conference, the governing 
committee of the Burglary Insurance Under- 
writers Association last week made _ several 
changes in the clauses of messenger robbery 
policies and revised some of the rates thereon. 
Standard clauses for this class of policy were 
adopted. The rates were practically reduced 
by the elimination of what was known as 
class 1, which provided for the highest rates 
and fixed one basis rate for messenger robbery 
policies instead. A few changes were also 
made in the residence burglary policy but a 
proposal to make a complete coinsurance policy 
obligatory was defeated. 

The Georgia Casualty of Macon and_ the 
American Casualty of Reading, Pa., were 
elected to membership. 





American Surety Appointments 

Effective January 1, 1916, H. N. Hutchinson, 
Manager of the American Surety, at Denver, 
Col., will be transferred to the Atlanta (Ga.) 
branch office, succeeding Marion M. Jackson, 
who recently resigned. Mr. Hutchinson will be 
Succeeded by N. H. Cobb, now assistant man- 
ager. W. R. Werb, of our Salt Lake City office, 
was transferred to the Denver branch office on 
December 15. 


THE SPECTATOR 
BLOW TO STATE FUND 





Supreme Court Holds Compensation Law 
Does Not Bar Legal Action 





LIABILITY SUIT UPHELD 





Estate of Employee May Bring Action—Decision 
Based on Old Law 


Justice Charles R. Wheeler, sitting in the 
Supreme Court at Buffalo last week, in the case 
of Margaret Shanahan against the Monarch En- 
gineering Company, held that the compensa- 
tion provided under the workmen’s compensa- 
tion law does not bar the next of kin who are 
not dependents, and therefore not beneficiaries 
under the law, from exercising their rights to 
sue for damages under the statutes. The deci- 
sion is regarded as a great victory to the stock 
insurance companies over the State Fund, as the 
latter, is is contended, does not relieve the em- 
ployer of his liability in case of legal action, 
whereas the policies issued by the stock com- 
panies provide insurance against this con- 
tingency. 

REVIEW OF THE CASE 


The suit arose over the death of Edward 
Shanahan, who was killed while in the em- 
ploy of the Monarch Engineering Company. 
Margaret Shanahan, as administratrix of his 
estate, brought suit on behalf of the brothers 
and sisters of Edward Shanahan, who was un- 
married and left no dependents. Under the 
compensation law only the cost of burial, not 
to exceed $100, is allowed in case there are no 
dependents. 

The plaintiff based her action on her right 
to bring a suit upon a statute creating the right 
of action for the negligent killing of any person 
and vesting the right of such action in the 
estate of the deceased. This law was passed 
in 1847 and amended in 1849. In 1895 a con- 
stitutional amendment to the effect that the 
right so vested should not be abrogated after 
that year was passed. 


NO CONFLICT WITH LAW 


The attorneys for the Shanahan estate con- 
tended that the basis of suit was a vested right 
and did not in any way conflict with the pro- 
visions of the compensation law. The defense 
maintained that the compensation law was a 
bar to the suit, but this contention was over- 
ruled by the court, whose opinion concurred 
with the arguments of the plaintiff. 

The decision in no way broadens the com- 
pensation act, but merely upholds the consti- 
tutional right of action by an estate. 

It is probable that an appeal will be taken 
to the higher ccurts. 


Pennsylvania Self-Insurers 

Twenty-four corporations have been exempted 
from the necessity of taking out insurance un- 
der the Pennsylvania workmen’s compensation 
act, having proved their financial ability to 
meet any liability which might be incurred. 
The Workmens Compensation Board may re- 
voke at any time its action in exempting these 
employers. 

The companies granted self-insurance are as 
follows: United States Steel Corporation, Pitts- 
burg; Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Ches- 
ter County, Coatesville; William Steele & Sons 
Company, Philadelphia; W. J. Rainey, Connells- 
ville Coke, New York; Alum Rock Gas Com- 
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pany, Oil City; A. B. Farquhar Company, Ltd., 
York; Ingersoll-Rand Company, Phillipsburg, 
N. J.; Morris Run Coal Mining Company, 
Wilkesbarre; Steelton Store Company, Ltd., 
Steelton; Standard Steel Works Company, Phila- 
delphia; Miner-Hill Banking Company, Wilkes- 
barre; H. J. Heinz Company, Pittsburg; Amer- 
ican Can Company, Philadelphia and New 
Castle; American Engineering Company, Phila- 
delphia; Hammermill Paper Company, Erie; 
William Cramp & Sons Shipbuilding and Engine 
Company, Philadelphia; Westinghouse Airbrake 
Company, Wilmerding; Pittsburg Steel Com- 
pany, Pittsburg; Provident Life and Trust Com- 
pany, Philadelphia; Baldwin Locomotive Com- 
pany, Philadelphia; Manor Gas Coal Company, 
Philadelphia; Penn Coal Gas Company, Phila- 
delphia; Westmoreland Coal Company, Phila- 
delphia; Lehigh and Wilkesbarre Coal Company, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Revised Compensation Manual 

The members of the Compensation Inspection 
Rating Board of New York will meet on Decem- 
ber 28 to consider the report of the committee 
of five, which was appointed to take part in 
the joint conference on workmen’s compensa- 
tion rates. The committee’s report recommends 
the adoption of the conference reports on man- 
ual rules and basic rates. Resolutions recom- 
mending that law differentials from the State 
of New York be referred to a committee; that 
an arbitrary two per cent loading of the basic 
pure premium be changed for underestimated 
outstanding claims, and that five per cent of 
the basic pure premium be added as a permanent 
loading for the increasing cost of compensation, 
such additions being made to the rates con- 
tained in the manual about to be issued were 
adopted. Other resolutions adopted concerned 
loadings for merit-rating, catastrophe hazard, 
and industrial diseases. 


Pacific Mutual’s Eastern Appointment 

J. E. Schuyler, who was at one time general 
agent for the Continental Casualty of Chicago, 
and later with the Standard Accident of De- 
troit, and also with the Federal Casualty, has 
been made manager in the general Eastern ter- 
ritory for the Pacific Mutual Life of Logs Ange- 
les, as of January 1, next. Mr. Schuyler will 
handle the monthly premium and health and 
accident policies of this company, which are 
liberal, and the standing of the company and 
individual alike will assure satisfactory deal- 
ings with brokers. 


Change in Continental Casualty 
_H. A. Glasgow has resigned as superinten- 
dent of agencies for the Continental Casualty 
of Chicago in its commercial accident, liability 
and compensation departments as of January 1, 
next. He has accepted a partnership with 
Robert W. Hyman, Cook county general agents 
for the Continental. The firm name of R. W. 
Hyman & Co. will be continued, with Mr. Hy- 
mand and Mr. Glasgow as the principals. 





Ohio Mutuals Must Quit 


Superintendent Taggart of the Ohio Insur- 
ance Department, in response to complaints 
made to the Department, has notified the fol- 
lowing mutual companies that they cannot is- 
sue automobile insurance policies: Wayne 
Mutual; Columbus and Eaton; Northwestern 
Ohio Mutual Automobile of Holgate; National 
Mutual Automobile of Celina; Ohio Mutual Au- 
tomobile Fire of Hamilton; Automobile Fire As- 
sociation of Troy. 
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CHANGE OF OFFICERS 





Corwin McDowell, Head of New 
England Equitable, Resigns 





B. J. TAUSSIG HIS SUCCESSOR 





Was President of Equitable Surety Company— 
Plans of Field Organization 


Corwin McDowell, president of the New Eng- 
land Equitable Insurance Company of Boston, 
tendered his resignation both as president and 
a member of the board of directors at the reg- 
ular meeting of the board last week. B. J. 
Taussig, chairman of the board, was elected 
his successor. Mr. Taussig was president of 
the Equitable Surety Company of St. Louis, 
which was merged with the New England Cas- 
ualty several months ago, causing the change 
in the style of the company to the New England 
Equitable. 

To succeed A. C. Johnson, who resigned as 
first vice-president and general manager some 
time ago, the directors elected Walter H. West, 
formerly treasurer of the Equitable Surety. 
Frank Meade, who is now at St. Louis, in 
charge of the Western department, and who 
wag vice-president of the Equitable Surety, was 
elected vice-president of the New England 
Equitable and will go to Boston, James Taus- 
sig, Jr., succeeding him in the Western depart- 
ment. 

OTHER CHANGES MADE 


The former policy of the company was to con- 
duct the Eastern and Western departments sep- 
arately. Under the new plans adopted by the 
board, the two departments will be directed 
from the home office in Boston. Irving Hol- 
lander was elected treasurer, succeeding Walter 
H. West. There was no gelection of a secre- 
tary. 

It is said that there is no change in the con- 
trol of the company, the directorate remaining 
essentially the same, with the exception of 
Walter H. West, who was elected to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of A. C. 
Johnson. 

Mr. McDowell has not announced his plans 
for the future as yet. 


General Agency Firm Dissolves 

McKee & McKechney of Chicago, general 
agents for the fidelity and surety department 
of the Globe Indemnity of New York, have 
agreed to dissolve partnership as of January 1. 
Homer H. McKee will continue as manager of 
the fidelity and surety department of the Globe, 
and also will act as supervising underwriter 
for certain Western territory. 

Jobn H. McKechney will become vice-presi- 
dent of the firm of Joyce & Co., general agents 
in Chicago for the National Surety of New 
York. 


Safety First Committee Organization 

The Ocean Accient and Guarantee Corpora- 
tion has issued a pamphlet entitled ‘Safety 
First,””’ which contains an outline of plans for 
the promotion of safety and welfare of em- 
ployees. The pamphlet lays particular stress 
on the importance of a safety committee in in- 
dustrial plants as a means to prevent accidents. 
The purpose of the pamphlet is chiefly to en- 
courage employers to organize such commit- 
tees. The pamphlet states that through this 
kind of committee the Eastman Kodak Com- 
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pany has reduced the number of accidents in 


its plants by seventy-three per cent. Other 
companies making similar reductions in acci- 
dents were: Illinois Steel Company, 70 per cent; 
International Harvester Company, 68 per cent; 
Packard Motor Car Company, 67 per cent; the 
Pullman Company, 70 per cent. Entire plang of 
committee organization and the duties of the 
committees are contained in the pamphlet. 


Oklahoma Standard Rates 


A split in the Oklahoma Insurance Board bids 
fair to result when the hearing set for Janu- 
ary 10 begins on the question of standardizing 
rates for compensation, liability and casualty 
insurance in the State. Insurance Commissioner 
A. L. Welch of the Board is understood to be 
opposed to standardizing, while Secretary W. R. 
Samuel and State Fire Marshal C. C. Ham- 
monds, the other two members, favor it. 

The Insurance Board has on file a set of rates 
arranged for the compensation law and adhered 
to by a number of companies. Other companies 
allow discounts from these rates. A result of 
the standardizing would be to make it impos- 
sible for any company to write any class of risks 
at less than the adopted rate. 

Commissioner Welch said: 

It does not appeal to me as conducive to the 
best interests of the man who buys insurance 
for the State to fix a hard-and-fast rate from 
which there shall be no departure. On the other 
hand, it looks to me like an invitation to the 
companies that are now the biggest to monop- 
olize the business. There should be no such 
thing as rate-cutting on individual risks. That 
is proven. There are arguments, however, in 
favor of permitting the insurance companies to 
compete for business of a certain class by mak- 
ing less rates on that class of business than the 
schedule that is approved by the underwriters’ 
agencies. 

If there is a special session of the State Legis- 
lature, as seems probable, an effort will be made 
to increase the Board’s supervisory powers. 


Reinsurance Contract Approved 

The New Mexico Insurance Department has 
approved the reinsurance contract between the 
Southern Surety of Muskogee and the Inter- 
state Casualty and Guaranty Company of Al- 
buquerque. The deal provides for a merger of 
the assets and business of the two companies. 

The Southern will maintain a branch office 
in Albuquerque, in charge of James A. Blainey, 
who has been secretary of the Interstate. O. B. 
Marron, former head of the Interstate, becomes 
a vice-president of the Southern, with head- 
quarters at Albuquerque. This is the second 
company: absorbed this year by the Southern, 
which in October last acquired the business 
and assets of the Southwestern Surety Insur- 
ance Company of Denison, Texas. The Inter- 
state has been writing accident and health in- 
surance only. 


Referees in Pennsylvania Named 

Governor Brumbaugh of Pennsylvania has ap- 
pointed the referees provided for under the 
compensation law. The Industrial Board has 
assigned the districts to the referees as fol- 
lows: W. B. Scott and C. G. Klander to Dis- 
trict No. 1, headquarters, Philadelphia; Paul 
Houck, District No. 2, Pottsville; G. W. Beemer, 
District No. 3, Scranton; E. K. Saylor, District 
No. 4, Lancaster; W. W. Champion, District 
No. 5, Williamsport; Jacob Snyder, District 
No. 6, including Cambria, Blair, Huntington, 
Mifflin, Juniata, Fulton, Berford and Somerset 
counties, headquarters, Altoona; Charles H. 
Young, District No. 7, including Erie, Warren, 
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McKean, Elk, Forest, Venango, Mercer and 
Crawford counties, headquarters, Erie; L. 5. 
Christley, Butler and Thomas J. Dunn, Pitts- 
burg, to District No. 8, including Lawrence, 
Butler, Clarion, Jefferson, Indiana, Armstrong, 
Westmoreland, Fayette, Greene, Washington, 
Beaver and Allegheny counties, headquarters, 
Pittsburg. 


Plate Glass Service Bureau 

At a meeting of the Plate Glass Service and 
Information Bureau of New York last week it 
was reported that the underwriters in Milwau- 
kee had formed an efficient association, which 
would mean the upholding of Bureau rates. 
The Ocean Accident withdrew the notice it had 
given and the Maryland Casualty withdrew its 
resignation. A resolution was adopted to the 
effect that the rates in Cincinnati should be 
made manual less thirty-three and one-third 
per cent instead of less twenty-five per cent 
after February 1, if the consent of the non- 
Bureau companies could be _ secured before 
January 1. The question of readjusting the 
rates for Yonkers was laid on the table. 


Kentucky Compensation Bill 

It has been announced that the legislative 
committee of the Kentucky Mining Institute has 
reported that the workmen’s compensation bill 
to be introduced at the 1916 session of the Ken- 
tucky Legislature will be modeled upon the 
Massachusetts Law. K. U. Meguire of Louis- 
ville, who made the report, says that the bill 
will provide an optional insurance system and 
that provisions would be made for an em- 
ployers’ mutual similar to the Massachusetts 
organization. This company is to be known 
as the Kentucky Employers Mutual Association. 


Fidelity and Deposit Change 

Announcement has been made that on and 
after December 31 the Fidelity and Deposit 
Company of Baltimore will discontinue the 
writing of workmen’s compensation insurance, 
except that which is necessary to write in con- 
nection with the automobile and general lia- 
bility business. The company will concentrate 
its efforts on automobile, public and general lia- 
bility, accident and health and the minor casu- 
alty lines. 


Another Pennsylvania Mutual 
The Pennsylvania Mutual Liability Insurance 
Association of Huntingdon has been organized. 
C. H. Miller is president and W. P. Lewis is 
secretary. Six other charters have been ap- 
plied for by mutual associations. 


Casualty Notes 

—Cleveland Casualty Conference, at its monthly 
meeting last Friday, decided to take the first step to- 
ward the organization of a State conference. A meet: 
ing will be held some time in January and other con- 
ferences will be asked to send delegates. It is prob- 
able this meeting will be held in Columbus. 

—R. J. Hollingsworth, who has been assistant super- 
intendent of the burglary insurance department of the 
Royal Indemnity, has been made superintendent of the 
burglary and plate glass departments of the London 
and Lancashire Indemnity, assuming his new position 
about January 1. 

—In business written, issued and paid for, the 
National Life of Chicago reports substantial gains 
during the first eleven months of 1915, as compared 
with the same period last year. The November writ 
ten business is about fifty per cent ahead of the same 
month in 1914, while the paid-for business last month 
is almost 100 per cent greater than the same period 
last year. 
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